
How strongly do young people engage in social activities?

say they have participated in the activities of at 
least one organisation over the last 12 months
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Erasmus+

In the wake of the terrorist attacks in France and Denmark at the 
beginning of 2015, European Commissioner Tibor Navracsics and 
EU Ministers for Education committed in Paris on 17 March to 
strengthen their actions to ensure that children and young people 
acquire social, civic and cultural competences and enhance their 
critical thinking, particularly when using the internet. 
After the terrorist attacks of 13 November 2015 in Paris and 22 
March 2016 in Brussels, Commissioner Navracsics stressed once 
again the central role that education, youth policy, culture and 
sport must play in defeating terrorism. “It Is my firm belief that 
education and culture are very efficient tools to combat radicalisa-
tion. Beyond statements, we must take action. As security forces 
cooperate, education, culture, sports and youth sectors must do 
the same to eradicate the roots of terrorism: inequality, a lack of 
attachment to our common values, and social exclusion.”

Shared Values
Respect for shared European values such as human dignity, free-
dom of expression, democracy, equality and the rule of law has 
always underpinned EU actions in education and youth. 

education and youth action
Tackling radicalisation through 

The Paris meeting:  
What the EU has committed to do
At European level, Member States and the Commission agreed 
to cooperate closely, exchanging ideas and experiences. In 
particular, they are making stronger use of the Framework 
for cooperation in education and training (ET2020) to develop 
fresh activities designed to promote European values in edu-
cation, inside and outside the classroom.
The Commission is working to ensure that education – together 
with youth work, inter-cultural dialogue and grass-roots sport – 
are taken into account in related policy areas such as external 
relations or security. In Erasmus+, priority for funding will go 
to projects fostering inclusion and tackling the root causes of 
radicalisation. The Commission launched an Erasmus+ call for 
proposals in March 2016 worth €13 million which will notably 
target support at anti-radicalisation projects on the ground.
Member States will place a stronger emphasis on civic values 
in their respective education systems.

Examples of EU-funded projects promoting 
civic values and mutual understanding

 Team Up for NEETs – Youth employability  
(Street Football World) 2015
The pan-European project targets youth workers, teachers and NGOs working 
with young Europeans who are not in education, employment or training (NEETS) 
and equips them with the skills they need to build new paths towards sustainable 
livelihood. Through a combination of non-formal education, sport-based youth 
work and employability training, the programme offers an innovative approach to 
Europe’s most pressing social challenge. Another feature of Team Up for NEETS is 
the collaboration it fosters amongst key organisations from all over the European 
Union. Together, these organisations can now build the capacity to act as European 
knowledge hubs and set quality standards in the field of youth empowerment 
through sport. With financial support from the European Commission, the 
programme will ultimately engage more than 60,000 of the hardest-to-reach 
Europeans in structured youth and non-formal education programmes.

European Fair Skills project - youth-cultural social intervention
An approach of youth-cultural social intervention which combines elements of 
civic education/ pedagogical anti-bias training, psychologically based open-
process group-work, and peer-learning in youth-cultural activities (including 
Skateboarding, Slam Poetry, Digital Music Production, Comic, Visual Design and 
others) – also discussion groups about the young peoples’ preferred fictional 
media narratives, as films and songs/lyrics. The goal of this project is to test new 
approaches for vulnerable groups. Three sets of measures will be implemented 
in Hungary, the Czech Republic and the Slovakia. 



Erasmus+ 2014 - 2020

Key figures
Overall budget:  € 14.7 billion
+ an extra  € 1.68 billion  
for actions with  
non EU- countries 
(partner countries)

Member States are fully responsible for their education systems. 
The Commission supports their education and youth policies 
through programmes such as Erasmus+ and by bringing Member 
States together to share approaches, ideas and progress made on 
improving education systems around Europe.

Overcoming Borders
Over thirty years, the Erasmus programme has helped three mil-
lion students to study or train abroad. Student exchanges are a 
valuable addition to people’s education and a great tool to under-
stand different cultures better. Additionally, the new programme 
for 2014-2020, Erasmus+, greatly expands these opportunities 
and now offers more openings for volunteering, youth exchanges 
and other actions for young people who might not be able to take 
advantage of university-based mobility. In total, 4 million people 
will benefit from an Erasmus+ stay abroad.

Erasmus+ also offers more funding to help education institutions 
and other partners involved in education from across the EU join 

forces. For example, eTwinning, a European platform for teachers, 
supports cooperative projects involving some 40% of all schools 
in Europe, bringing together almost 300,000 teachers. It has al-
ready supported more than 13200 projects about education for 
tolerance and inter-cultural understanding.

Policy support 
(at least 4.2% of the budget)

Good practice exchange  
(at least 28% of the budget)

Mobility  
(at least 63% of the budget)

Memoria Futura training module - AIVITER group, school 
years 2012/2013, 2013/2014,  2014/2015, C4C – Counter 
narrative for countering terrorism” European project
AIVITER realised a training module for the educational system to raise awareness 
of extremist violence and promote active citizenship among youngsters. 
AIVITER uses the stories of the survivors, family members, victims of terrorism; 
terrorism that has marked two decades of recent Italian history. The voices of 
victims are collected in a multimedia project, which exists of an exhibition, DVD 
documentary, photo’s, a historical atlas of the major national and international 
terrorism events and a biographical list of more than 500 of the Italian victims 
of terrorism. The multimedia instruments are used for reflection of what 
happened in Italian history, increase the remembrance and level of information/
knowledge of national terrorism and the historical and cultural roots.Therefore 
to encourage youngsters to develop a critical awareness in politics.

- around 2 million higher education students
-  around 650,000 vocational education and training students
-  800,000 lecturers, teachers, trainers, education staff and  

youth workers
-  more than 500,000 young people in volunteer and youth 

exchange schemes

-  Master’s degree loan scheme for around 200,000 students
-  Joint Master degrees for more than 25,000 students
-  around 25,000 strategic partnerships linking together 

125,000 schools, vocational education and training  
institutions, higher and adult education institutions, youth  
organisations and enterprises

Erasmus+ Beneficiaries


